
Mr. A. Donald Smith
January 25, 1933 - February 1, 2015

A. Donald Smith, 82, Albertville resident, avid sportsman and long time local
car dealer passed away Sunday Feb 1, 2015 at Shepherds Cove. 

 

Donald Smith was born on January 25, 1933 on the outskirts of Albertville to
J.W. (Cooter) and Marie Smith. He attended school in Albertville where he
played football for the legendary Hall of Fame football coach Vernon Wells.
Donald married Marolyn Matthews on May 28, 1950. The couple had two
children, the late Don Smith of Albertville and Suzan Smith of Boaz and one
grandson Dr. Jon Alan Smith of Albertville. 

 

Donald went to work in the car business with his brother the late Clinton Smith
and his father, the late Cooter Smith in 1950 at Clinton Smith Motors in
Albertville, making his first trip to Chicago to buy cars that very same year. 

 

Donald was the oldest active car dealer in Marshall County before his illness
and had been buying and selling cars in North Alabama for over 60 years.
Over the years he was active in the community, helping to set up Albertville’s
first Toastmasters club in the late 1950’s. As president of the Albertville High
School Quarterback Club in 1967, Donald led the club in the purchase of the
famed “Aggie” bus, a large commercial Blue Bird Bus that transported many
generations of Albertville Athletes. 

 Donald discovered his love of shooting around the age of 12 in the field



surrounding the house in which he was reared. Donald started shooting skeet
in 1956. He liked the sport so much that he and some local businessmen
started the Marshall County Skeet Club in 1958. 

In the early 1960’s at the Alabama State Skeet Shoot in Gurley, Donald
became the first man in the state of Alabama to break 100 straight Skeet with
a 410 shotgun. He was inducted in the Marshall County Sports Hall of Fame
for skeet shooting in 2010. The many awards and accomplishments for
Donald are too lengthy to mention all; however some of the most impressive
include the following; 

 Alabama Skeet Shooting Championships ; Donald was a member of both of
the five-man and two-man championship or runner up teams in 410,20,28 and
12 gauge shotguns from 1974-80. He was also the State individual Champion
or runner-up in many individual contests for these guns during that period. In
1979 and 1980 Donald seemed to have his best shooting years, winning at
least 15 team or individual state championships. In both of these years he was
selected to the All-American Shooting team. In 1980, he was also the
Alabama State Pigeon Shoot Champion. From 1982 to 2000 Donald shot in
the Alabama Skeet Shooting Sub-Senior and Senior competitions, continuing
to win many team and individual state championships. 

 

Donald proved to be a prolific winner, traveling to and competing in many
other shooting meets in other states. In the Southeastern US Championships,
Donald won or was runner up 15 times. In the National Skeet Shooting
Association World Skeet Championship Donald was a winner or runner up 4
times. He also won many team and individual shoots in the Rock City
Invitational in Chattanooga, Tennessee, The Mid America open, The US Open
and The Sporting Clay Championships. Donald also participated in charity
events helping to raise funds for the Alabama Sherriff’s Youth Ranch. 

 

With numerous victories and awards in his chosen sport, Donald shot skeet



competitively for over four decades. He was selected to the All-State Shooting
team in 1974,’75,’76,’78,’80 and ,’81; and the All-American Shooting Team in
1979 and 1980. His skill and dedication was recognized in 1999 with his
induction into the Alabama Skeet Shooters Hall of Fame. 

 

He was preceded in death by his wife of 62 years the late Marolyn Matthews
Smith, his son, Don Smith, his parents J.W. (Cooter) and Marie Smith and his
brother Clinton Smith. 

 

He is survived by his daughter Suzan Smith of Boaz and his grandson Dr. Jon
Alan Smith of Albertville. 

 

Visitation will be 5 to 8 pm Wednesday Feb 4 at Adams Brown Service
Funeral Home, Albertville, AL. Graveside service will be held at 1:00 pm
Thursday Feb 5 at Marshall Memorial Cemetery, Albertville, AL. 

 

Arrangements Entrusted to Adams Brown Service Funeral Home.



Cemetery Details

Marshall Memorial Gardens

3364 Alabama Highway 205
Albertville, AL 35950

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 4. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Adams Brown Service Funeral Home
6906 US Highway 431 South 

 P.O. Box 488
Albertville, AL 35950
(256) 878-0231

Graveside Funeral Service

FEB 5. 1:00 PM (CT)

Marshall Memorial Gardens
3364 Alabama Highway 205
Albertville, AL 35950
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Love, Bruce and Lou Ann - February 04, 2015 at 09:14 AM

Love, Bruce and Lou Ann purchased the Endurin
g Grace for the family of Mr. A. Donald Smith.

February 04, 2015 at 07:27 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mr.
A. Donald Smith.

February 03, 2015 at 09:16 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Mr. A. Donald Smith.

Moe Elmore - February 02, 2015 at 10:26 PM

Mr.Smith was a wonderful man with a big smile and a quick hand
shake. A friend to everyone who carried a positive message to
everyone he talked too. RIP my friend. We will miss you greatly but
would never call you back! You are home.

https://www.adamsbrownservicefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adamsbrownservicefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adamsbrownservicefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adamsbrownservicefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adamsbrownservicefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adamsbrownservicefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.adamsbrownservicefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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casey cook - February 02, 2015 at 10:25 AM

Mr. Smith was a very special man, not too many people can be liked
by all, but he was! I will dearly miss his smile and laugh but most of
all our conversations. I know he is so much better now and looking
down on us from above. He lived a very full and happy life and we
are all grateful for that. Mr. Smith has a very special place in my
heart as well as the family. He loved Suzan and Jon Alan so much
and was very proud of them! He was a very proud man anyways
and for good reason! To know him was to love him and he will be
dearly missed. I will continue on knowing he is watching over us all
and I'll still have those conversations with him sometimes too. Fly
high and keep smiling Mr. Smith! Love Always, Casey

JCraig Hatcher - February 02, 2015 at 10:23 AM

Mr. Smith was a very special man, not too many people can be liked
by all, but he was! I will dearly miss his smile and laugh but most of
all our conversations. I know he is so much better now and looking
down on us from above. He lived a very full and happy life and we
are all grateful for that. Mr. Smith has a very special place in my
heart as well as the family. He loved Suzan and Jon Alan so much
and was very proud of them! He was a very proud man anyways
and for good reason! To know him was to love him and he will be
dearly missed. I will continue on knowing he is watching over us all
and I'll still have those conversations with him sometimes too. Fly
high and keep smiling Mr. Smith! Love Always, Casey


